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HISHIKAWA MORONOBU V2P 5~ \ T 0

The founder,or the pioneer of the genre paintings of Ukiyo-
e,which was the most preeminent works of Edo vulgar culture.
He contrived his original way (Hishikawa art) in the genre painti-
ngs with much effort at studying or practicing painting under
Kano,Tosa school. He made a brilliant figure in the art world
with his device of illustration pictures for wood-block printed
pamphlets or books. They became more familiar by his closed-up
illustration,just like picture books.

The objects of his illustration pictures were people's customs or
manners in Yoshiwara, pleasure quarter at that time, and kabuki
theater. He succeeded in massproducing and popularizing wood-
block printed pictures.This was one of his great exploits by which
he has been called the Fater of Ukiyo-e.

This great artist Moronobu was born in Hota, now Kyonan-machi

around 1630. His father Kichizaemon was a noted brocade arti- I ACRAE WL DA e L SR R (55
san. Moronobu was the fourth of his seven children, and he was BROPEIGRIT= B O1f: bR, 7 IR, R OVt iR > I
the eldest among the boys. As the heir, he helped his family BRITADIRMRERAL TOE T, !

profession by drawing rough sketches. This might be one of the
background of his success in Ukiyo-e genre pictures. He went up
to Edo to train himself in painting. As he gaind fame, he
subscribed his name to his works as Boyo or Bokoku, that means
he was proud of his home land Boshu, hota.

In 1694 he donated a Bonsho, a big hung-up bell, to his family
temple, Betsugan-in, in Hota. And on june 4 of the same year, he

was dead in Edo. He has been in his eternal sleep in the grave in
Betsugan-in.

Ukiyo-e popularized by Moronobu and one century later than his
feats, Nishiki-e was completed by Suzuki Harunobu.
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